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MINISTER FOR TOURISM — VISIT TO MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Tourism) [12.11 pm]: From 28 to 31 March 2010, I 
visited Kuala Lumpur and Singapore to meet with investors in tourism infrastructure, representatives of major 
international hotel brands and airlines in these key markets. I also met with officials from two schools—one in 
each city—to gain a better understanding of the foundation program in Malaysia for overseas students to pursue 
their tertiary education in Australia and New Zealand and of the gifted and talented education programs in 
Singapore. The main tourism objectives of the visit were to foster and explore closer working and marketing 
partnerships with airlines in Malaysia and Singapore and to introduce the new Experience Extraordinary brand 
campaign to the travel trade and media in those countries. In doing so, I sought to ascertain and understand how 
Western Australian tourist destinations are perceived by investors and international hotel brands, and to gauge 
the levels of tourism investment interest and confidence in developments around the city and the state. 

Tourism WA’s representatives in Singapore and Malaysia are to be commended for putting together impressive 
events to launch Western Australia’s new tourism brand Experience Extraordinary and to announce the local 
winners who have since joined the Extraordinary Taxi Ride. Both events in Kuala Lumpur and Singapore were 
attended by many local tourism industry representatives, government officials and the media, and the enthusiasm 
and support for both the new brand and the Extraordinary Taxi Ride was clear. 

On education-related business, I visited Henry Park Primary School in Singapore to learn about its gifted 
education program which has been operating since 1984. I am also pleased to advise that there has been strong 
interest in offering the Western Australian Certificate of Education—WACE—program overseas. These schools 
consider WACE to be an effective and worthwhile option for their students should they wish to pursue their 
tertiary studies in Australia or New Zealand. I met with representatives of Sunway University College in Kuala 
Lumpur who are impressed with WACE, believing it to be crucial in helping develop critical thinking and strong 
analytical skills among students. 
 


